St. Bernadette’s Nursery Class
Edward Avenue, Falkirk FK5 4XR
01324 503404
https://twitter.com/StBernNursery

October 2020
Nursery Interests

Woodland Walks

Staff are observing children to see what their
interests are on a daily basis. Staff then develop our
nursery plans through the interest of the children to
plan accordingly for the context of learning.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are refraining from
attending the Larbert Woods as we need to use public
transport to get there. We will instead be visiting the
Orphan Land which is a short walk from nursery.

Recently the children have been asking questions
about Autumn. Staff are exploring this on a daily basis
to extend their knowledge.
Please keep looking at SeeSaw and Twitter to see all
the fantastic work we have been doing!
Parent Consultations
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, staff are unable to meet
face to face with parents this year.
There will be the opportunity to have a 10 minute
telephone consultation with your child’s key worker
to discuss your child’s nursery experience so far.

Mrs Honeyman will telephone the Orange Group
parents on Monday 16th November.
Ms Trimmer will telephone the Purple Group parents
on Tuesday 17th November.
Mrs MacLean will telephone the Green Group
parents on Wednesday 18th November.

We will attend the woodlands in all weather conditions . If
woodland sessions were to be cancelled at short notice,
we would keep the children in nursery as normal. This
would only occur if the weather was too slippery
underfoot or if there were exceptionally high winds.
The woodland site can be muddy so old clothes and
wellington boots are highly
recommended. The nursery do
have some waterproof trousers
and jackets which can be
borrowed on arrival but due to
COVID-19 restrictions, these are
limited. Please ensure your child
is sufficiently wrapped up warm.
Can all parents please ensure their child has waterproofs
every day, as after we return from the October holiday’s
staff will be attending the Orphan Land with their groups.

Miss Lindie will telephone the Blue Group parents on
Thursday 19th November.

Nursery Expectations

Miss McArdle will telephone the Purple Group
parents on Friday 20th November.

Please bring your child to nursery dressed in appropriate old
nursery clothing which can get dirty. Although staff try to
ensure children wear aprons for painting and gluing sometimes
getting paint on their clothes can be unavoidable.

Telephone consultations will take place during the
nursery session.
Staff will contact you via SeeSaw to arrange your time
slot. If you can’t make the date for your child’s group,
please inform a member of staff so alternative
arrangements can be made.

This also applies to outdoor clothing eg jackets ,hats, scarves as
these can get mucky and wet
also.

Halloween Party

Two Stars and a Wish

Staff will be having a Halloween
Party in the Nursery on Friday
30th October. Children are
invited to dress up in their
costumes to come to the party.

‘Two stars and a wish’ has been e-mailed to all parents.
The link should be used to comment on current nursery
practice. Once completed, staff will collate
the responses and inform you of any
changes that are being made in response to
the feedback.

Health Checks
Please remember it is Falkirk Council Policy that a child
should not return to school or nursery until they are 48
hours clear of any sickness / diarrhoea illness.

The ‘two stars’ is something you feel our
nursery are currently good at and the ‘wish’
is something you feel our nursery could be improving.
We value your views and any suggestions/comments are
always welcome.

Regular checks for Head Lice are always recommended.

The link is below in case you missed the e-mail.

If your child is unwell the best place for them is at home.
We cannot ensure children stay inside when recovering
from illness as we are an outdoor nursery
and children spend a large part of their
day outdoors.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=oyzTzM4Wj0KVQTctawUZKbeWP75CU2dJjyUCE6pGs
MpUMlZOSlVKNjFHQTlJNksyNUc0TDRSUUVJSS4u

If your child is not well enough to go
outdoors, then they should not be in
nursery.

Nursery Nativity Play
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19 restrictions, parents/carers
will be unable to come in and watch this years Nativity play.
Staff are still planning to go ahead with the Nativity, as we
feel it is an important part of your child’s learning.
We are proposing that we record
the Nativity performance for
parents/carers to watch at a later
date but are looking into the
legalities of this. If you have any
thoughts about this please let
staff know.

Nursery Photographs
Can all parents/carers please send in a photograph of
your child and their family to a member of staff. We have
purchased a photo album so children can look at pictures
of their families while they spend time in the home
corner of our nursery. Photographs can be sent via SeeSaw, direct message on Twitter or e-mailed to
stbernadettesprimaryschool@falkirk.gov.uk
Lunches
It has been arranged with Catering Services that the
lunches will now include a hot item for children two days
per week.
Staff will display an updated menu in the nursery kitchen
window when we return from the October holidays.

Twitter

Unfortunately, staff are unable to accept any food items/
packed lunches for your child at the door. This is a
decision that has been made by Catering Services and if
parents are unhappy about this then please take this
matter up with Sealock House.

We will post regular updates on Twitter to
share the fun and learning that is happening

Nursery Clothes

Please follow us on Twitter using the tag line
@StBernNursery
If any parent of carer needs support in setting up Twitter or
following us, please speak to Mrs Kinnaird or Mrs Honeyman
who will be happy to help.

Can we ask that all children have at least one pair of
spare clothes in their nursery bag in case of accidents.
Please ensure your child’s name is on everything. Most
children wear a nursery jumper and these can often be
misplaced around the playroom or the cloakroom and
having your child’s name on it makes it easier when staff
need to look for missing clothing.

Visions, motto and aims

Nursery Door

Thank you so much to the parents that took part in creating our
new vision, motto and set of aims for our nursery.

Due to COVID-19 guidelines, no parent/carer can
accompany their child into the nursery.

Our new Vision, motto and aims will be displayed in the kitchen
window for you to see.

All adults must remain 2m apart during drop off and pick
up times.

We are happy to tell you that our new vision is...

On arrival, if there is a larger queue, please remain in
your car and use your judgement of when it would be
appropriate to join the queue.

'In 2020, St. Bernadette’s Early Learning and Childcare Centre,
strives to be a place where children can play, be creative and
explore in a safe nurturing environment, promoting independence and resilience while having fun together'
Our new motto is…
‘a great place to grow’
Staff promises to parents…
I promise to always include you in your child’s learning
I promise to provide high quality interactions and new
experiences for your child
I promise to communicate regularly with home
I promise to update you with staff training
Staff promises to children…
I promise to nurture you individually and help you grow
I promise to play with you
I promise to look after you
I promise to listen to you and support you
I promise to create a safe environment for you
Staff promises to each other…
I promise to always respect each other
I promise to work as a team where we are all equal
I promise to encourage and support each other
I promise to keep positive
Primary One Enrolment
Primary 1 enrolment have now to be done online.
Enrolment’s will be accepted from 1st November until 31st
December 2020.
If you are enrolling your child at St. Bernadette’s RC Primary
School you need to have proof of your child’s baptism.
You MUST enrol your child at their catchment school for your
address in addition to any placing requests you may choose to
submit.
https://www.falkirk.gov.uk/schoolenrollments
If anyone requires support with this please speak to
Mrs Kinnaird.

After the October holidays, Monday 26th, the nursery
door will begin opening at 9.00am again and we ask for
you to work together to ensure a 2m physical distance is
maintained.
The door for collection will officially open at 2.40pm,
however if a parent or carer wishes to come before
2.40pm, that is fine. Please just knock on the glass door
and a member of staff will bring your child to the door.
Nursery will close at 3.00pm and all children must be
collected before 3pm.
If you need to talk to a member of staff at the door
please wear a face mask if the 2m physical distancing
cannot be maintained. Please do not feel offended if
staff ask you to take a step back or if they take a step
back, we have guidelines that we must follow to ensure
the safety of everyone.
We will review these procedures regularly and if we
find physical distancing cannot be maintained, we will
allocate specific start/finish staggered times which
must be adhered to.
Keeping in touch
Staff have now sent an invite to every parent’s e-mail
address to link you to your child’s SeeSaw account.
Please speak to Mrs Kinnaird if you have not got this.
Staff can share pictures with you of your child on their
‘journal’. You can share pictures with us on the journal
too. Anything on the journal can be printed at the end of
the year.
If you use the ‘inbox’ function, this will not be printed in
your child’s journal. If you need to message us on SeeSaw
about anything that you do not want printed in your
child’s journal, please use the ‘inbox’ function. SeeSaw
will only be replied to between staff’s working hours of
8.30am-4.30pm.
We understand that it is difficult not being allowed into
the playroom with your child, but please contact the
nursery if you have any concerns or questions. The direct
nursery number is 503404.

Important dates 2020/2021



October holidays—Monday 12th – Friday 23rd



Halloween Party— Friday 30th October



Nursery Nativity— TBC



Nursery Christmas Party— TBC



Christmas holidays— Thursday 24th December – Wednesday 6th January



Public holiday—Friday 12th February and Monday 15th February



In-service day— Tuesday 16th February (nursery closed)



Easter holidays—Friday 2nd April—Friday 16th April



May holiday—Monday 3rd May



In-service day—Thursday 6th May (nursery closed)



Summer holidays—Monday 28th June

Learning Taking Place
Some children
used blankets
and cardboard
boxes to make a
cosy den to play
in

TigerCubs has started again
with Miss Risk!

We went on an Autumn walk and talked about
the changes in the environment

