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Happy New Year!

We would like to wish all our families a Happy and Healthy New Year. We look
forward to working with the children and their families. Thank you for your
continued support.

We hope you all had a lovely Christmas holiday!
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Winter Health Information and Advice from NHS Forth Valley

The latest winter health information and advice is available at www.nhsforthvalley.com/winter. It
includes details of local pharmacy opening times across Forth Valley, information on the Minor Injuries
Unit at Stirling Community Hospital and details of the ALFY advice line for older people. You can also find
out more about the Pharmacy First scheme which provides free treatment for many common conditions
without the need for a prescription (including urine infections, skin problems and conjunctivitis). You
can follow them on Twitter @NHSForthValley or like them on Facebook
www.facebook.com/nhsforthvalley to keep up-to-date with all the latest news from NHS Forth Valley.

Pre-Loved Uniform

Please feel free to browse the pre-loved uniform at the main
reception anytime during school hours. Should you wish to
make a small donation, there is a box on the table. All monies
received shall go to Mary’s Meals.

We are always looking for donations of pre-loved uniform.
Could we please ask that name labels be removed before they
are donating.

Thank you.

February Holiday
Just a reminder that the February weekend in 9™ — 12t Feb. 13t Feb is an In-service Day. School shall
reopen to pupils on 14" Feb.
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Attendance Procedure in Falkirk Council

Please contact the school office on 503400 before 9.15am on the day of your child’s absence. If you
wish, you can leave a message on the school’s answering machine. Please do not message the class
teacher with absence/appointments messages. If your child is absent from school and no email or
telephone call has been received to explain their absence, you will receive a text requesting you contact
the school. This system gives you the added peace of mind of knowing that if you have not had a text
then your child has arrived safely in school. As this is a centralised system, a mobile phone number will
display and the message will include the school name and contact number. Please respond to this

promptly.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS!

365 DAYS IN EACH YEAR




Parent Consultation — change of date
Please note change of date for the Parent Consultation in March — this will now be held on 61" March
4.30pm — 7pm and 13™ March 3.30pm — 6pm.

Staffing News
We said a fond farewell to Mr Smith, our pm Janitor who left at the end of term. Mr Smith has been

with St. Bernadette’s Primary for 8 years! On behalf of all at St. Bernadette’s we wish him all the best
and thank him for everything he has done over the years.
Mr Taylor has accepted the pm post and will now be our Janitor from 8am until 4pm.

P7 Residential
Final payments for the P7 Residential trip to Ford Castle are now overdue. Please can you ensure that all
payments are made on Ipayimpact as soon as possible.

Please remember that there is access to funding to help families with financial difficulties. Please contact
Mrs Savage, in strictest confidence, for more information

PFFA Coffee Morning

PFFA
COFFEE
MORNING

WEDNESDAY 31t JANUARY
10:00-11:30

St Bernadette's Primary School

ALL WELCOME FOR A CAKE, A CUPPA AND A CHAT!




Primary 1 Enrolment and Primary & Secondary Placing Requests
Children who reach 5 years of age on or before 14th August 2024 must commence primary education at
the start of the school session in August 2024.

Children whose fifth birthday falls on or between the 15th August 2024 and 28th February 2025 may
commence primary education in August 2024.

At Primary 1 entry, parents/carers are entitled to enrol their children at their
e catchment non-denominational school
e catchment denominational school if they are baptised Roman Catholic
(RC baptismal certificate must be provided).
You can enrol your child for Primary 1 online at www.falkirk.gov.uk/schoolenrolments
Enrolments will be accepted from 1t November until 315 December 2023 for entry to Primary 1 the
following August.

What you need to know:
e You will be required to register for a ‘My Falkirk’ account.
e Your address will be checked against Council Tax records for verification.
e A copy of your child’s RC Baptism certificate is required to support enrolment at a RC school.

If your child does not already attend a Falkirk Council or Partner nursery you will be asked to submit their
birth certificate or passport as proof of identification.

You MUST enrol your child at the catchment school for your address in addition to any placing request
you may choose to submit.

PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL PLACING REQUESTS FOR AUGUST 2024

Parents/Carers must submit a Placing Request if they wish their child:
e to attend a school other than their catchment area school
e to attend a denominational school and are not baptised Roman Catholic
e to transfer from a non-denominational primary school to a denominational (RC) secondary
school or vice versa

Online placing request applications can be made via the Council's website
www.falkirk.gov.uk/placingrequests. Written application forms are available from all schools and from
Children’s Services. Written applications must be returned to the Director of Children’s Services at the
address below.

Applications will be accepted no earlier than Thursday 75t December 2024 until the 15" March 2024.
Parents/Carers will be notified of the outcome in writing by the 30™ April 2024. Placing Requests received
after the 15" March 2024 will be notified of the outcome within eight weeks of receipt of the application.

Parents/Carers must enrol their child at the catchment area school for their home address whilst
awaiting the outcome of their Placing Request application.



http://www.falkirk.gov.uk/placingrequests

Strathcarron Hospice Hampers

Thank you for all the donations we received from our St. Bernadette’s community. We were
overwhelmed with the kind donations. The pupils and teachers worked hard to put these hampers
together. All this hard work is definitely worth it when you see the smiles and messages from those who
have gratefully received them. Without your kind donations we could not deliver — sincere thanks!

Save the Children

Thank you to everyone that donated to our Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children. We raised
£219.00!

Cakes and Sweet Treats

Can we please remind parents/carers that unfortunately, we cannot allow cakes or sweet treats to be
brought in to be shared in class. We understand that this is usually a kind thing to do to celebrate your
child’s birthday but we have children and staff with several food allergies. Thank you for your co-
operation with this.

Rag Bag Collection

Thank you for all your Rag Bag donations. Our last collection weighed 10kilos, raising £4.00 for school
funds. All donations are most welcome, please place the bags directly into our Rag Bag bin (beside the
cycle shed) or pass to your child to hand into the school. There are bags available in the main
reception. We Collect:

= All Clothing

= Paired Shoes (tied together)
= Handbags, bags, ties & belts
= Household linen & towels
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UNIFORMS

www. bauniforms.co.uk

REDUCED PRICE ORDERING WINDOWS

BE UNIFORMS RESPONDS TO COST OF LIVING CRISIS

With paying for school uniform being a struggle for a lot of parents, BE have been looking at options to
help with the affordability. From October 2023 we will be launching Reduced Price Ordering Windows
allowing parents the option to purchase their uniforms online with a 20% discount. Orders will be
batched and delivered within 28 days of the window closure. There will be 3 windows in operation
from the 1st October to 19th May.,

We would encourage schools and parents alike to publicise the dates below as much as possible and
advise all parents to order within these windows to benefit from the reduced pricing.

REDUCED PRICE ORDERING WINDOW DATES

AUTUMN WINTER SPRING

Opens Sunday 1st October Opens Friday 15th December Open Monday 22nd April
Closes Sunday 15th October Closes Sunday 7th January Closes Sunday 19th May

ALL ORDERS DELIVERED WITHIN 28 DAYS OF WINDOW CLOSURE

PLAN AHEAD & SAVE MONEY!
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News from our Parent Council

200 Club Winners
January draw winners are: ,| ‘ 2 /k
£100 — 73 — Moira Kennedy . \(’ = > —
£50 — 110 — Anne Beer A N\ N ‘
£50 - 101 - John Tully '

—s3- @ ful lions !
£25 - 53 — Phoebe Angus un(} Taata l() Ny .

£25 - 11 — Clementina Risk

Congratulations to the above wmnersI &

Thanks again to all the members for continuing to support the 200 Club.
Anyone wishing to join the 200 club please contact stbernadettes200club@gmail.com. We would love
to have more people join up to help support the school.

Date of Next Meeting
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday 6 February held in the staff room at school. All parents/carers
welcome.
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School Car Park

Can we please remind all parents/carers to be respectful of others when using our School Car Park. The
carpark has a one way system in place for the safety of our children. Some cars are continuing to access
the top carpark by turning right on entry to the carpark, rather than driving around the main part of the
carpark first. This may lead to an avoidable accident. The school cannot be held to account if cars are
damaged by drivers accessing the top carpark in the wrong way.

In addition, no parents should be using the staff carpark or bus bay to drop off or collect children.

Achievements

Has your child celebrated an achievement out of school, e.g. Dancing, Football, Tae Kwon Do? We would
love to hear about it so we can share the good news in our next Newsletter! Please email the school at
stbernadettesprimaryschool@falkirk.gov.uk

Allergies
For the health and safety of all pupils, please ensure that your child is not provided with any nut

products at school. Some children are bringing products such as Snickers, Lion Bars and Peanut
Butter/Nutella sandwiches.

We have pupils and staff who are severely allergic to peanuts/nuts. Peanuts/nuts do not have to be
eaten by an allergic person to cause an allergic reaction; they can be ingested or contaminate tables

hands

etc. Any peanut/nut products will be returned home in packed lunch boxes unopened. l@
Thanks tor remembenng,

All Falkirk Council school lunch menus do not have nut products as standard. this 12 3

Further information can be viewed here:

http://www.anaphylaxis.org.uk/what-is-anaphylaxis/signs-and-symptoms e

F sehoel
§ree 5Choo

Mobile Phones

If your child brings their mobile phone to school can we please ask that you reiterate at home, that it
must be switched off and in their school bag throughout the school day. If any mobile phone is seen
during the day or disrupts the class it shall be confiscated by the Class Teacher and given to the
Headteacher who will then contact the parent/carer and arrange for the parent/carer to collect it from
school, it will not be given back to the child. If you need to contact your child during the school day,
please contact the school office. We would appreciate your support with this matter.

Head Lice

We would encourage you to check your child at regular intervals to prevent the spread of head lice. If
our child becomes infected, we would appreciate if you could inform us as soon as possible. All
information provided will be strictly confidential.

No Smoking/Vaping

Can we please gently remind parents/carers that there is a strictly no smoking/vaping

permitted within the school grounds, including the car park area. Thank you for your cooperation
with this.
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School Website
Please check the school website regularly as this will be the main source of information for parents.
The address is http://stbernadettes.edusite.co.uk/

Class Twitter
Below is a link to each classes Twitter page. Please check for regular updates. X

P1 https://twitter.com/P1Bernadettes
P1/2 https://twitter.com/MrsEdwardsStBs (2) P2 St Bernadette’s (@P2StBernadettes)
P2/3  https://twitter.com/misshigneySTB

P4 https://twitter.com/mrsgallacherSTB https://twitter.com/P4StBernadettes

P5 https://twitter.com/Mrs_Podmore https://twitter.com/MrsBrown_STBPS

P6 https://twitter.com/Primary6StBs

P7 https://twitter.com/MrsLCMartin _https://twitter.com Mrs Duncan (@a20dunl)

School Twitter https://twitter.com/stbernadettesps
Nursery Twitter: https://twitter.com/StBernNursery
St. Bernadette’s Parent Council: https://twitter.com/StBernadettesPC

Please remember that there is access to funding to help families with financial difficulties. Please contact
Mrs Savage, in strictest confidence, for more information

Stay Connected! Please follow us on Twitter @stbernadettesps
Check our website for details of school events and information: http://stbernadettes.edusite.co.uk/

Keep up-to-date with Parish News on: http://www.stbernadette.rcstanded.org.uk/current
and https://www.facebook.com/stbernadettelarbert
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Events Calendar 2023/24 bt s
Month|{Mo| Tu |We| Th | Fr | Sa | Su |[Notes
31| 1|2 ]3| 4 5 6 |Holiday
7 | 8 | 9 |10 |11 | 12 | 13 |Staff Development Day
Aug | 14 [ 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 |SEJoIRtlaeRONEIR: e
2023 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 |13" September: Meet the Teacher, 5pm — 6pm
28129 130[31L] 1 2 3 |3 November: Learner Profiles shared
4 |56 |78 9 10 |8 November: Parent Consultation 3.30pm — 6pm
11 | 12 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 |15" November: Parent Consultation 4.30pm — 7pm
Sep 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 |6" March: Parent Consultation 4.30pm — 7pm
25 | 26 28 | 29 | 30 1 |13 March: Parent Consultation 4.30pm — 7pm
2 1 3|4|5]|6 7 8 |24™ May: : Learner Profiles shared
9 |10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 [21**June: Reports out
Oct |16 |17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 |Religious Observance (tbc)
23 124 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 |1.30pm Mass in St. Bernadette’s Primary
30|31 1| 2 -[ 4 5 |25/8: led by P7; 29/9 PFFA: led by P6; 1/11: All Saints Day, led by P7;
6 | 7 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 |15/12:led by P4; 26/1:led by P7; 14/2: Ash Wednesday Service, led by P6
N 13 | 14 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |1/3: led by P5; 22/3: led by P4; 26/4: led by P7; 23/11: led by P5
ov 20 | 21 | 22 [ 23 | 24 | 25 | 26 |9/5: Feast of Ascension, led by P6; 26/6: led by P7
27 | 28 3] 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 |Sunday 5" November: 10.30am St. Bernadette’s Parish Church,
D 12 | 13 15 | 16 | 17 P4 enrolment Mass
ec 22 | 23 | 24 |Saturday 9" March: 11am and 2pm St. Bernadette’s Parish Church
25 | 26 | 27 | 28 |29 | 30 | 31 P3 Sacrament of Reconciliation
1 2 314|565 6 7 |Saturday 20" April: 11am St. Francis Xavier Parish Church
Jan 8 |9 10|11 |12 | 13 | 14 P7 Sacrament of Confirmation
15|16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 | Saturday 1st June: 10.30am and 2pm St. Bernadette’s Parish Church
2024 22 | 23 25 126 | 27 | 28 P4 Sacrament of Communion
2930|311 ] 2 3 4
5 6 8 9 10 | 11 ass Assemb ollowed b d-led lea 0 0p
b 12 | 13 | 14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 |27™ September: P4 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
Fe 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 |29" November: P7 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
26 | 27 291 1 2 3 |24™ January: P2/3 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
4 5 7 8 9 10 |7 February : P5 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
M 11 | 12 14 | 156 | 16 | 17 |28" February: P1/2 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
ar I8N 10 | 20 [ 21 [221| 23 | 24 [24" April: P6 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
25|26 |27 |28 |29 | 30 | 31 [22" May: P1 Assembly, 1.30pm, followed by child-led learning
1123 |4]5 6 7
8 | 9 | 10 | 11 | 12 | 13 | 14 |11 December: Christmas Concert; 14" December: ELC sing along (pm)
Apr 15|16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 [14" December: Christmas lunch
22 | 23 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 |18" December: ELC party am; P6 party pm
291301 1| 2 3 4 5 |19t December: P1 party; P7 party pm
6 | 7| 8|9 | 10| 11 | 12 |20" December: P2/3 party am; P5 party pm
13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 |21% December: P1/2 party am; P4 party pm
May 1 Bl 23 25 | 26 |18" March: P7 Residential
27 | 28 30 1 2 |31t May: Sports Day (option 1); 7 June: Sports Day (Option 2)
3 | 4 | 6 8 9 |5 June: School Show, 1.30pm and 6pm
J 10 | 11 | 13 15 | 16 |12 June: Whole school trip
Un =77 s 20 22 | 23 |14 June: ELC Sports Day
-I 25 \ 27 | 28 | 29 | 30 |24th June:: ELC Moving On Celebration
1|2 |3 )]4]5 6 7 |26" June: P7 Leavers Assembly, 9.30am; Mass, 1.30pm
8 | 9 |10 | 11 |12 | 13 | 14 |[ELC/P1 Transition
Jul | 15| 16 | 17 | 18 | 19 | 20 | 21 [27" May: 10.45am — 12.30pm, with parent and lunch
22 |23 | 24 | 25 | 26 | 27 | 28 |3“and 17" June: 9.15am — 10am, children only
29 130|311 | 2 3 4 11" June: outdoors 3.30pm — 4.30pm, with parents

Data provided ‘as is’ without warranty
Data provided ‘as is’ without warranty
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